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ordinary English folk were unconsciously fitting a linchpin in the
chariot of Chinese history.
Sun was still very unimportant in the eyes of the world and to
Cantlie he was just a young friend who had been once a promising
medical student but was now apparently bent on a troublesome
political career. It was late but the doctor lost no time. He knew
Sir Halliday Macartney was the English representative at the Chinese
Legation and he assumed that Sun was imprisoned without Macart-
ney's knowledge, so he went at once to Macartney's house. It was
shut up and Cantlie could get no reply. He then went to Marylebone
police station and was referred to Scotland Yard. The inspector
who interviewed the doctor in the middle of the night was sceptical.
Early on Sunday morning Cantlie saw a judge and an official of
the Imperial Maritime Customs of China but without any success,^
He then went to his old Hongkong friend Sir Patrick Manson, and
while there received a visit from Cole bearing two small cards
written by Sun explaining his plight. It is worth noting that one
of the cards began with the sentence, "I was kidnapped on Sunday
last", because Sun has been accused of writing up his story for later
publication and using the word "kidnapped" to make the incident
sound more sensational. In fact, the word "kidnapped" occurred
naturally to Sun while in confinement and was used in this secret
note to his friend. The same day Cantlie called at the office of The
Times and gave that newspaper an account of what had happened,
under the title of "Case of Kidnapping at the Chinese Legation!'*
Cole astonished Manson and Cantlie by declaring that Macartney *'
knew all about the matter and that Sun was to be-removed in two
days* time to the docks and put aboard a China-bound steamer.
Mansoa and Cantlie at once renewed the appeal to Scotland Yard
but, receiving no encouragement, visited the Foreign Office. They
were assured their statement would receive attention on the follow-
ing day, but, as time was pressing, Manson then went to the Chinese
Legation and warned them the Foreign Office would act if they
attempted to move Sun, Not content with this Cantlie scoured
London to find a private detective to keep watch over the Legation
building. He had great difficulty in finding one because it was
Sunday, but eventually a man was posted in a hansom cab at the
corner of Weymouth Street.
Next morning when Cole went into Sun's room he made a sign
to the prisoner to look behind the coal scuttle and there Sun found
a reassuring message from Cantlie reading: "Cheer up! The